Hillcrest School

A Specialist Maths & Computing College
and Sixth Form Centre

Heaaieacher: Juis Ann Davies BEd (Hons! N.PQH

Stonehouse Lane Bartley Green Birmingham B32 3AE  Tel: 0121 464 3172 Tax: 0121 428 1075
JAD/IKM email: enqury@nilicrast.bham.sch.uk  wwwihillcrest.bham.sch. uk

September 2015
Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the new academic year, | hope that you enjoyed the summer break. | extend a
particular welcome to new parents/carers and look forward to meeting you during the
coming term.

Hillcrest Open Week 2015

The week beginning 21% September is our Open Week. Many students will be coming back
on the evening of Wednesday 23" September to act as guides and to be involved in
activities. We are most appreciative of their help.

Out of Hours Learning

Please find attached to this letter a copy of school clubs and activities for this half term.
After school clubs run from 3-30 to 4-30pm uniess a specific time is identified. As students
finish school by 2-15pm on Wednesdays all afterschool clubs and activities will run from
2-20pm to 3-20pm, again unless a specific time is identified.

Homework

All students receive a homework timetable where they are set homework every day.
Students in Year 7 and & should be spending approximately an hour and a half per evening
on homework and in Years 9 to 11 two hours. All students are given a weekly sticker for
their planners with a ‘top tip’ to help them ‘Review, revise and re-visit’ their learning.
Establishing and maintaining these good habits out of lessons will make a huge impact on
your child’s progress. Research like the EPPSE project found that students who reported
spending between 2 and 3 hours on homework on an average weeknight in Year 9 were
almost 10 times more likely to achieve 5 A*-C than students who did not spend any time on

homework.
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‘Staff are very caring and students appreciate the support that they receive.’
‘The school’s ‘getting it right’ policy is instrumental in managing the positive behaviour seen across school.”
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Home Access Plus

All students are able to access their school emails and documents using the Home Access+
icon on the school website. Here they will also find links to the on-line learning resources
listed below that Hillcrest provides for students.

Accelerated Reader MathsWatch i
Doddle {ICT) My Maths
Sam Learning Kerboodle Home Access +
Active Learn

Safety around the school premises

We would be grateful if you could take care not to block the driveway to the Fire Station,
Den Caney Coaches or Swallow Foods. Please consider the safety of students when parking
on the school grounds and do not block pavements and walkways. At the end of the school
day please take care not to block the entrance to the drop off car park as this causes danger
for students using the crossing and other motorists. We are lucky to have off road parking as
many schools do not have this facility. As always, we advise that if the car park is full, the
safest place to park is on Stonehouse Lane beyond the school bus stop.

Reminders:

¢ Students must be in school by 8-40am and in seated in registration when the bell
rings at 8-4Sam. Students who arrive after this time receive a late mark.

e The Parents’ Handbook which all parents/carers receive on admission is available on
the school website and an additional paper copy can be requested via the school
office.

Examination Results 2015
Congratulations to all Year 10, 11 12 and 13 students who took external examinations and
parents/carers who supported them through what is always a very stressful period.

A LEVEL/BTEC Level 3 RESULTS 2015

100% Pass rate in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015
52% of entries graded A*/A
64% of entries graded A* to B in 2015



GCSE Results

74% of entries at A* to C grade.

62% of students achieved 5 more A*- C grades.

36% of students achieved A* to C grade in the Ebacc set of subjects.
16% of entries graded A*/A.

Outstanding individual GCSE performances.........

Micah 9 GCSEs {(A*x7, Ax2),

Issra 9 GCSEs {A*x2, Ax5, Bx2)

Mai 11 GCSEs (A*x4, Ax2, 5xB), including an early B at A/S level

Rameen 9 GCSEs (3xA*, 3xA, 3xB) and many more very good results.......

May | wish you all an enjoyable year and | look forward to seeing you at ocur many schoo!
events. Your support is vital to the success of your child.

Best wishes

Dl

J A Davies (Ms)
Headteacher
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