
Year 10 - AoS3: Film Music 

D. Minimalist techniques 

 Note addition 

and note sub-

traction  

Adding or subtracting one note in a cell. 

 Rhythmic dis-

placement  

Moving the rhythm so that it starts on a different beat in the bar. 

 Metamorpho-

sis 

This is where tiny changes are made over time to one note, or one 

bit of the rhythm. 

 Augmentation Doubling the duration of each note in the melody. 

 Diminution Halving the duration of each note in the melody. 

 

 

B. Film music keywords 

 Leitmoitf A short musical theme or idea that is associated with a 
character, place, object or situation—often abbreviated to 
‘motif’. 

 Ostinato A short repeated pattern in world music, films and western 
art music. 

 Riff A short repeated pattern in pop music or modern genre. 

 Layering Building up musical ideas to fill out the texture, to achieve 

a more powerful or interesting outcome. 

 Fanfare A short musical flourish or call to attention based on a tri-

adic (chordal) movement. It is often associated with an an-

nouncement or important event. 

 Minimal-

ism 

A style of music categorised by the repetition of small cells 

of music, which evolve very gradually to create a hypnotic 

effect. Often used by film composers to establish the mood 

of a scene. 

A. The purpose of film music 

 To create an atmosphere 

 To ‘place’ a film in a geographical setting. Example: A film set in lively 

India you would expect to hear a fast tempo, thick texture, forte dy-

namics and Indian instruments. 

 To set the time period or era.  

 To support the physical actions of a character. 

 To predict events or inform the audience of upcoming events. Example: 

The jaws leitmotif 

C. How the musical elements can be used in film music 


